FOREWORD
in 1931, and the events which led up to it, 1 had thought
that if one had a case to put before the British public, it'would
be possible to put that ease. 1 had thought ihut the freedom
of the Press and of publication had been won. I was mistaken.
I found that the publication of such a book was a dillicult and
even dangerous adventure. The character of the book bora UK*
known to several people interested, and they recognised that
it was an exposure of the " National' (Government, and that its
publication must be prevented. Persuasion was tried first.
Certain friends of mine were approached with the object of
persuading me not to publish the book. Before I hud actually
written it I was told I would be engaged on a, sleeveless
errand, as the publication of a book attacking MaeDonald
and the 6 National * Government would not be tolerated. Jt
was against the public interest, and damaging to the prestige
of the Government.
Later, persuasion developed into coercion.
Although there is nothing in the book that comes even
remotely within the scope of the Official Secrets Act, my
ignorance of the Act was presumed and i was warned that 1
would be prosecuted under this statute.
They could not prevent the Author writing such a book, but
they could set about to prevent its being printed and published,
A publisher or a printer might be intimidated by threats of
legal action* That bane of publishers and editors, the law of
libel, was invoked liven subsidiary characters in the story
were approached^ shown the chapters and pages where
references to them occurred, and urged to threaten the
publishers with legal proceedings if the allusions were not
deleted* Several interesting communications resulted. One
came from a famous Member of Parliament, not even mentioned
by name and not otherwise readily identifiable, who was
persuaded to write a letter threatening proceedings unless a
certain paragraph were deleted.
A London editor, inquiring why there was so long delay in
publishing the book., was told that the publication had been
abandoned, and the reason given was that * the Prime Minister
didn't like it.*
Obviously the fitting time to publish was when MaeDonald
was alive and could answer its charges, and if possible refute its
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